WHY THE PHILIPPINES?

The Work of God continues to grow rapidly throughout the
world. One of the fastest growing areas is the Philippines. W hy
has God chosen this particular nation in which to raise up and
prosper His Work in Asia? Here is the fascinating answer.

Manila, The Philippines
URVING gracefully across the blue
China Sea like a string of peatls,
lie the 7,000 beautiful volcanic
islands that comprise the Philippine
archipelago.

Over 50,000 PLAIN TRUTH maga-
zines are mailed to the Philippine
Islands every month! Because of The
WorLD ToMORROW broadcast and
monthly ads in a national magazine,
the Philippines Free Press, this figure
has been increasing at a rate well over
thirty percent per year.

Jesus Christ, the living Head of this
Church, promised that doors would be
opened to His disciples so that His
message — the Good News of God’s
coming Kingdom — could be preached
to all the world and published among
all nations. But why was a door opened
to us in this particular nation of South-
east Asia? Only by understanding the
Philippines can we understand God’s
reasons for opening His Work there.

Historical Background

When discovered by Magellan in
1521, the islands were already in-
habited by natives of Asiatic stock,
mostly Malayan. Magellan was killed
here when he became involved in a
local power struggle between warring
tribes. Those power struggles still exist!

In 1565 the islands were subjugated
by the Spanish, and Manila was
founded in 1571. It was the Spanish
who named the islands after their king,
Philip II.

Spain dominated the Philippines for
the next 350 years and the Roman
Catholic Church established many mis-
sions and schools. The Spanish-Catholic
rule was strict and cruel, and often the
natives tried to rise up against them.
The revolt was always quelled, and
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many natives lost their lives in the
struggle.

Finally Germany became interested in
the Philippines. They negotiated with
Spain, and actually made arrangements
with Spain to purchase the islands. But
before anything definite could be done,
the transaclion was cut short by the
Spanish-American War in 1897. God
was beginning to set the stage for the
fiual days of this Work!

The United States navy, under the
command of Commodore Dewey struck
the Spanish fleet a deathblow in Ma-
nila Bay in 1897 and this was instru-
mental in the overthrow of Spanish rule
of the Philippine islands. "The United
States paid Spain $20,000,000 for the
islands and they came under American
jurisdiction.

The American rule was different
from that of Spain. As they ruled, they
also worked to develop a Filipino gov-
ernment. This government was based on
that of the U.S. and used a monetary
system identical to that of the U.S.
dollar. It was the desire of the United
States to turn control of the Philippine
Islands over to the Filipinos as soon
as they could rule themselves. Also, the
United States allowed missionaries of
many different religions to come to the
islands thus ending the Roman Catholic
monopoly of religion here.

The Republic of the Philippines was
formally inaugurated on July 4, 1946.
Independence at last! But independence
did not mean freedom — nor did it
really mean freedom from dependency
upon the United States. The ravages of
war and the weakened condition of the
country’s economy was too great a bur-
den to bear alone.

Independence did not bring the ex-
pected and desired peace and prosper-

ity to the Philippines. Problems of
survival sapped the strength of the new
nation that had never known true in-
dependence. Peace was still a long way
off.

In 1950 the Philippine government
requested the United States to send an
Economic Survey Mission to the Philip-
pines to study and make recommenda-
tions on the economy of the country.
The mission uncovered corruption, in-
efficiencies, injustices and economic
backwardness. They recommended far-
reaching reforms that were necessaty to
bring about stability in the govern-
ment and the economy, but today,
sixteen years later, the picture is little
changed. The corruption is worse than
ever and economically the Philippines
continues to stagger. President Marcos
in his inaugural address last January
told the nation that the government was
going in debt at the rate of three mil-
lion pesos a day ($750,000)! Inefh-
ciencies are still tying up government
and business in hopeless tangles of red
tape. Some courts are clogged with
hundreds of cases that will take years
to handle at the present rate. Even so,
many courts meet for only three or four
houts a day. The Philippine govern-
ment is still in trouble.

The Crime Picture

Crime is a way of life. Smuggling is
taken for granted in spite of a con-
centrated government drive to stamp it
out. The anti-smuggling program is
hampetred by the fact that many offi-
cials, army, navy and police officers are
apparently involved in the smuggling
operation. These officials, underpaid,
feel they have to go into crime to make
ends The government, going
further in debt every day, is unable to
pay any more and because of the smug-
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gling operations they figure they are
losing over five hundred million pesos
a year in unpaid custom revenues alone.

A crime syndicate called the Octopus
has great power and controls many local
government officials, and indeed whole
communities. A government task force
has been set up especially to combat
this organization, but although arrests
are made weekly there seems to be no
end of members of the gigantic “octo-
pus” that has a stranglehold on the
nation.

Robbery has always been prevalent,
but recently well-planned and executed
jobs have been taking place with un-
comfortable regularity. Only recently a
daring daylight robbery took place just
two blocks from our offices. Although
the police were tipped off and sur-
rounded the building during the hold-
up, all members of the gang myster-
iously and miraculously escaped.

One of our office staff was robbed of
a watch and money at the Manila post
office when he went to pick up mail on
one of the many religious holidays.

All office buildings are forced to have
their own private guard detachments on
duty 24 hours a day as a result of the
high crime rate. Some manufacturing
plants have guard towers and barbed
wire fences making them look like
prison compounds, and workers are
searched as they leave the plant in the
evening. All guards carry pistols and
often they carty other, more powerful
weapons such as sawed-off shotguns,
carbines or submachine guns.

Many congressmen have their own
bodyguards to protect them from their
political rivals, and the weapons issued
to the bodyguards come from the gov-
ernment! Is it any wonder then, with
men in high office resorting to such
tactics, that crime and violence are
taken for granted in the Philippines?

The Agriculture Problem

Rice is the staple of the Filipino
diet. It is eaten three times a day by
most Filipinos and takes the place of
bread, potatoes, cereals and most vege-
tables on the Filipino dinner table. Rice
and fish is the normal menu for break-
fast, lunch and dinner. All of Asia
grows and eats rice as it has for cen-
turies past.

The GOOD NEWS

Long a rice exporter, the Philippines
is now forced to import rice. The
ironic thing about it is that it is be-
coming increasingly difficult to purchase
rice from the other rice - producing
countries in the area. The Filipinos
have imported rice from the United
States, but generally the price is too
high for them to pay and most of the
other rice producers are having difficulty
producing enough for themselves. The
continuing  population explosion s
draining off all surplus, and rice pro-
duction lags further and further behind.

The Philippine population is grow-
ing at the rate of 3,000 per day (or
3.2 percent per year--one of the
highest in the world) and every day
brings them closer to a real crisis. It is
estimated that by 1980 all available
farmland will have been exhausted —
if things should continue as they are
going now, which we know will not
happen. The officials don’t want to
think about what will happen that far
in the future. But of wourse they will
have to face the horrifying facts much
sooner than that, especially if the
present drought conditions continue.

Philippine Religion

Many religions have become  estab-
lished here. Because of the 350 years of
Spanish rule by far the largest group
is the Roman Catholic Church encom-
passing over 90 percent of the popula-
tion. It is a Catholic country with the
government controlled by Catholics and
the nation observing all Catholic holi-
days.

The religion, however, is mixed with
local traditions and mysticism inherited
from other oriental religions such as
Hindu and Moslem. One interesting
celebration is John the Baptist Day
when fun-loving Catholics “'baptize” un-
suspecting  pedestrians by throwing
buckets of water on them.

It is here in the Philippines that the
practice of being nailed to a cross at
Easter time is found. Not widely prac-
ticed, the ritual is often scorned by the
public and condemned by the church,
but every year at least one zealous re-
ligionist allows himself to be pinned to
a wooden cross by nails through his
hands.

Flagellation, the cutting and beating
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of the body to take upon the individual
the supposed same sufferings as Christ
endured, is still practiced in rural areas
and the streets ate red with the blood
of these “devout.”

Candlelight or torchlight processions
are also an important aspect of the
Filipino’s religious life. Usually these
revolve around a statue of one of their
favorite saints, such as Santo Nifio or
the Black Nazarene, and generally,
beautiful girls dressed in flowing white
robes are an integral part of the pro-
cession. They adore their statues and
hold city-wide celebrations on the stat-
ue’s special day.

Mysticism and mystery are found
everywhere. Strange lights illuminate
statues of the “virgin Mary” and the
superstitious natives flock to these
strange occurrences. Young girls seem
to be imbued with healing powets or
other spiritual gifts,

Attitude Toward Americans

Although the number may be dwin-
dling, there are still thousands of Ameri-
cans living here. Some have been here
most of their lives and call it home.
American children are born here, edu-
cated and eventually go into business
here. Thousands of Awmerican service-
men ate stationed at several naval and
air force bases located in the Philip-
pmes.

The Filipinos seem to love the Amer-
ican, and the familiar greeting, “Hi,
Joe!” is still heard from the children.

‘But there is a fresh breeze of anti-

Americanism that is stirring up a dust
cloud of resentment which will probably
lead to a general feeling of distrust and
eventual ill-will toward Americans.
There is a steady diet of criticism aimed
at the American foreign policy and U. S.
relations with the Southeast Asian coun-
tries in particular — especially the war
in Viet Nam. Although the Philippines
is sending a contingent of non-com-
batant engineers to Viet Nam, and
officially the government of the Philip-
pines backs up the U.S. war efforts,
influential columnists and congressmen
are pouring out a daily tirade against
Americanism and Americans in general.
They criticize American customs, music,
motion pictures, and the famous Ameri-
can hypocrisy as well as its government.
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American military might is once
again in evidence here since the war in
Viet Nam has grown to such propor-
tions. The Philippines is an ideal depot
and base for many of the units fighting
in Viet Nam. There are several air and
naval bases here, and that means many
servicemen as well as civilian employ-
ees. Sailors on shore Jeave are seen
constantly as ships return from the
fighting to refuel and replenish their
stores.

With the American military and
civilian population in the Philippines
the United States is well represented
and exerts a strong influence on the
Filipino economy as a result. Without
Americans here the country would con-
tinue, but their absence would be felt
in many levels of business and govern-
ment. Many Americans ate in executive
positions in business and all Americans
purchase food, clothing and appliances
here — they rent homes for highly in-
flated prices — they pay taxes to the
Philippine government. The Filipinos
would be sorty to see the Americans
leave but this feeling could change
rapidly of course.

God’s Work in the Philippines

So much for the Philippine back-
ground. What about God's Work here?
As long ago as 1948, The PLAIN TRUTH
magazine was coming to the Philip-
pines, perhaps carried by Americans or
sent to Filipino missionaries. In 1957,
Headquarters received a letter from a
man by the name of Pedro Ortiguero
who said he was a minister in the
Church of God (Sardis church) and was
interested now in the Radio Church of
God. Correspondence followed and in
1958 Mr. Ottiguero broke all ties with
his former church and became the rep-
resentative of the Radio Church of God
in the Philippines. Mr. Waterhouse
visited Mr. Ortiguero in November of
1958, and could sec the potential here.

More and more requests for the liter-
ature came from the Philippines, and
finally in 1961, after Mr. Ortiguero had
attended the ministerial conference at
Pasadena, Mr. Waterthouse and Mr.
Portune made a trip to the Philippines
to survey the situation and study the
possibility of opening an office here.
What they found was discouraging, but

The GOOD NEWS

as the Work continued to grow, the
Philippine office was established by Mr.
Waterhouse in 1962. In eatly 1963, Mr.
Guy Ames was transferred to the Philip-
pine office from Headquarters, Ads were
run in the Philippines Free Press, and
the mailing list grew even faster. Many
were being baptized, and by the spring
of 1964, a regular Bible study was estab-
lished with 16 attending.

Mr. and Mrs. Ames were returned to
Headquarters in August 1963, so that he
could complete his training and Mrs.
Docken and I were transferred here. On
September 25, 1965, the first church
service in Manila was held, and the
first Spokesman Club was formed a
week later.

Meanwhile, on the island of Min-
danao, another group was being called
by God. Several other ministers of the
Sardis chutch were beginning to under-
stand more truth than they had re-
ceived in their previous church, and
they guided their followers into this new
truth in the Radio Church of God.

Mindanao is a virgin tetritory. Only
in recent years has the government
opened the land for development and
homesteading. Some of the church lead-
ers in that area obtained a large tract
of land from (he gouvernment and
started a regular community based on
God’s teachings. Not having a trained
leader from Headquarters, they made
mistakes but they continued to grow
and develop. They have since built a
large tabernacle for services, and often
over 500 attend services there. The lan-
guage is generally a local dialect called
Visayan (Cebuano) but some can speak
English. During a recent trip down
there to investigate the drought and
famine that they were suffering, I had a
wonderful opportunity to meet the
brethren and see the country firsthand.

The climate is very much like that of
Southern California. Gently rolling
fields, broad valleys and lushly covered
mountains make it a beautiful country.
The rich soil supports a wide variety
of fruits and vegetables. I saw pine-
apples, corn, mangoes, rice, bananas,
and many other crops being grown
commercially. There are vast acres of
neatly planted pineapple plantations
that are really beautiful viewed from the
air.
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Although the people in Mindanao do
not have the close direction of Head-
quarters-trained personnel as do the
people in Manila, they are nevertheless
growing and developing into a stronger
church area.

Why the Philippines?

The Work has continued to grow
throughout the Philippine Islands.
Over 100 attend services in Manila

every week, and 161 showed up for the

Feast of Unleavened Bread this spring.
Growth, yes. But why here in the
Philippines? Why not Japan or even
British-influenced Hong Kong?

With the background we now have, it
is quite simple to see the reasons God
has chosen the Philippines to be the
center of the Work in Southeast Asia.

One: Exposed to Western
Religion

The Philippines have had an ex-
posute to or familiarity with God’s
Word, the Bible, in a way no other
oriental country has. The Spanish intro-
duced their “Christianity” over 400
years ago, and the Filipinos are there-
fore familiar with the name of Jesus
Christ and some of His teachings. Mis-
sionaries have been to China, Japan and
other countries in this corner of the
world, but because of the vastness of
the countries and their firmly estab-
lished state religions Christianity had
little influence in these other countries.
But Spain r#led the Philippines, and
they forced the people to observe their
religion. Because of this fnfluence, the
Spanish religion, Roman Catholicism,
remains today as the state religion of
the Philippines. While this is not the
true religion, it nevertheless has given
the Filipinos an introduction to God’s
Word, and has helped make God’s Work
here less conspicuous. As Christianity
was considered just another Jewish sect
during the apostolic days of the church,
so here today, as in many other parts of
the world, God’s true Church is looked
upon as just another Christian sect. This
helps avoid much persecution that
might otherwise be experienced. Al-
though eventually we will be persecuted
by the Catholic Church, there is still
enough ecumenical spirit and a desire to
avoid religious persecution on their
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part that we operate in complete free-
dom here in a dominantly Catholic
community.

Two: Freedom of Speech

The second major reason God has
established His church in the Philip-
pines is the freedom of speech enjoyed
here. Israel has had a powerful influence
on the Filipinos for the past 50 years.
If Spain still ruled the land, there
would be little chance to broadcast The
WorLp TOMORROW program, ot adver-
tise in the national magazines. Span-
fards are just not that tolerant. Ameri-
can policy has always been to allow
complete freedom of speech. This
American philosophy has been adopted
by the Filipinos. The Spanish are not
tolerant — if they had remained in au-
thority any longer than they did, their
influence would still be felt here even
if they did not rule. But the Filipinos
believe in freedom of speech, just as
Americans do, and while that results in
some anti-American comments In the
papets it also allows the Work of God
to preach and publish the truth. As
long as we have freedom of speech we
can continue this Work. This could not

The GOOD NEWS

be done in China, Indonesia or any
other country in the area, at least not
for long.

Three: Widespread Use of
English

The third reason God chose the
Philippines is the large number of En-
glish-speaking Filipinos. This is also
due to American influence in the is-
lands. For a while there was even talk
of making the Philippines one of the
States of the United States of America.
Just as Spain required Spanish to be
taught and spoken when they ruled,
so America introduced English in the
schools when they took over. The Span-
ish influence was felt long after the
Spanish left, and Spanish continued to
be used in the courts until 1930, but
English was made the official language
in 1913, and was taught in the schools.
Today there are at least eighty-seven
dialects and languages spoken through-
out the archipelago! About forty-nine
percent of the people know English
although it is often difficult to under-
stand because of the accent. They read
it well, however.

Tagalog, the official language, is

Ambassador College Photo

First Philippine Feast of Tabernacles ot Kiara, Mindanao.
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being taught in most schools. Very
recently some public meetings have been
conducted in Tagalog and this year the
graduation ccremonies of some of the
schools were conducted all in Tagalog.
But Congress and most governmental
activities are conducted in English, the
largest circulation newspapers and mag-
azines are published in English. But
Tagalog is being pushed. Stop signs
say, “Hinto” instead of “Stop” and
“Lakad” instead of “Go.” Many signs
use both English and Tagalog, but the
English words ate painted out as people
become familiar with the Tagalog.

Because almost half of the Tilipinos
speak English, neatly as many as speak
Tagalog, it is simple for us to use our
present English language broadcasts and
literature without having to translate
into many dialects. Some church groups
have large staffs trying to translate the
Bible into the dialects, but by using
English we reach almost as many people
as we could if we used Tagalog. Gener-
ally the English-speaking people are
more educated than those speaking only
the native dialects. True, they do have a
little difficulty understanding English,
but those that God is calling are learning
and growing in spite of this slight
handicap. If the church were to grow
any faster it would be difficult to handle
the increase. God is calling people who
can understand and are willing to learn.
The church is growing and the mem-
bers are growing, proof that English is
the language God is working with now.
No other country in this corner of the
globe has such a large percentage of
English-speaking people.

Four: Good Followets

The natural ability of the Filipino
people to follow will be used by God
to great advantage in the Church today,
and in His government in the World
Tomorrow. The people will follow
those in authority and are obedient to
them once they are converted. For this
reason God has chosen the Filipinos to
be His people today in the Far East,
He knows that they will submit to au-
thority readily and obey that authority.
They have been trained to submit to
authority during 400 years of foreign
rule. Unconverted, they will often stick
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tenaciously to the letter of the law, and
tail to keep the spirit ot the law. But
once God has called them and they be-
come converted, understanding the spir-
it of the law as well, they readily
submit to authority. The attitude of the
Filipino people is really an inspiration,
and it seems certain God considered
this outstanding trait when He chose
the Filipinos today. They are meek,
humble, courteous and friendly as well.

They are especially receptive to
American influence, and the Filipino
is familiar with American habits and
American ways. In fact the Filipino is
very much like the American and enjoys
American products, movies, music and
Americans in general. The hostility and
suspicion of most Asiatics toward
Americans and Westerners in  general
is not as strong here — at least not yet.
Often they will trust an American
where they will not trust their own
people. If an American says something
they will usually accept it, and as a
result those that God is calliug accept
the authority of the chutch more readily
than other Asian peoples might.

The GOOD NEWS

_—
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The Philippine Office fills a svite of rooms on the top floor of this fine building.

Five: Poor Reputation

Strangely, the reputation -— what
other nations think of the Filipino —
is also a factor God considered when
choosing this particular people, In this
patt of the globe Filipinos are looked
down wupon by other nationalities.
During World War II the Japanese
showed little mercy on the Filipinos,
calling them monkeys and treating them
as if they were. Thousands of them died
at the hands of the merciless Japanese
military, and they still fear and dis-
trust the Japanese to this day. Although
Japan is making overtures of friendship
for mutual economic development, there
is little reason to believe the Japanese
have acquired a real love and respect
for the Filipino since the war.

The Chinese are also aggressive and
would like nothing better than to take
over the rice paddys and cornfields of
the Philippines. Indonesia is the same.
All look to the Philippines as their
natural prey because they have no re-
spect for the Filipino and they covet
his land.

This distespect and derision is one
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reason God has chosen the Philippines
to carry on His end-time Work here in
the Orient. Here, the people are learn-
ing to obey their Creator, the God of
Israel. In the World Tomorrow they will
be used as a showcase to other Asiatic
countries, including Russia. When these
countries see the blessings being ex-
perienced by the Filipinos whom they
have always felt unable to produce for
themselves and unworthy of special
blessings, they will naturally want to
know how thcy too can prosper. They
will be told in response to their queries
that the blessings come because of
obedience to the Laws of the God of
Israel. The Filipinos will then proceed
to teach the other nations of the Far
East how to live, GoD’s wAY.

One of the most hated and dises-
teemed nations of Southeast Asia, the
Philippines will then be a respected
leader used to teach God's truth to a
war-weary Orient during the Millen-
nium. God will truly use the “weak” to
confound the “‘strong.”

Six: Similar to America

In spite of Government inefficiencies
and other problems, it is still compara-
tively easy to do business here. The
mails are reasonably efficient (although
often slow) and regulations are lenient
for our type of work. Business transac-
tions and modern banking are necessary
to God’s Work. Here in the Philippines
we have business and banking methods
as well as a monetary system almost
identical to that of America. For these
reasons it is very easy for an American
to come into the country and transact
the Work of God without having to
learn new systems and monetary units.
Housing, food and clothing ate on a
par with what can be purchased in the
United States. Most American foods are
available here for quite reasonable prices
considering the distances involved. In
many ways the Philippines is not a
“foreign country” to Americans but a
miniature U.S. Some of the Filipinos
even jokingly call themselves “little
brown Americans.” God's Filipino peo-
ple can see the example and enjoy
the blessings of Israel and understand
what God's blessings mean to them in a
physical way here and now. We can

(Continued on page 21)
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The GOOD NEWS
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A brood chamber from one of our own hives on the Bricket Wood Campus. Mr. Silcox is pointing
to a bee biting its way out of a capped cell. Will it be o Queen, a Worker, or only a Drone?

God's answer is clear — PRODUCE

GOOD FRUITS!

“And beside this, giving all dili-
gence, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue knowledge; And to &nrowledge
temperance; and to (femperance pa-
tience; and to patience godliness; And
to godliness brothetly kindness; and to
brotherly kindness charity. For if these
things be in youn, and ABOUND, they
make you that ye shall neither be
BARREN 70 UNFRUITFUL /1 the knowl-
edge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (11 Pet.
1:5-8).

Ate you a really fruitful Christian,
or are you a spiritual drone—a drag to
God’s Work and to His Church?

Brethren, God Almighty wants us to
“bear much fruit” (John 15:8)! It is
not His will that one single child of
His be unfruitful or barren in anything
(IT Pet. 1:8)!

This much, you can be absolutely
certain of! You will not be barren or
unfruitful if you willingly submit your-
self to God Almighty — diligently serv-

ing Him to the very utmost of your
ability!

If you do this, you will not be a
spiritual drone! Your life will be fruit-
ful —and you will make it into God's
Kingdom!

21

Why the Philippines?

(Continued from page 11)
conduct God's Work easily, economical-
ly in familiar surroundings and using
familiar methods of business that are

compatible with those used at Head-
quarters,

Seven: Strategic Location

The location of the Philippines has
a great deal to do with their being
chosen by God today. Situated right in
the middle of all of these nations, it is
the natural position to use as a center
for training other nations in the World
Tomorrow.

At the same time the islands are far
enough removed from the other coun-
tries to provide at least some protection
from them right now. Because the U. S.
is fighting a war in Viet Nam, two
hours away by jet plane, and since we
are so close politically to the Philip-
pines, these islands are a natural base
for U.S. combat units. With sach a
large build-up of U. 8. fighting strength
as we have here, there is little chance
of other nations attacking the Philip-
pines at this time and for some years
to come — long enough at least to ac-
complish God’s Work here.

These are some of the more obvious
reasons God has chosen to start the
Asian Work in the Philippine Islands.
We may yet reach Japan, or other na-

The Philippine Office staff today. Left to right are Mr. and Mrs. Pedro Ortiguero, Mr. and Mrs.
Yicterino Tuangco, Miss Verano, Miss Eunice Ortiguero, Mrs. Benjamin Ortiguero, Mr. Tuangco's
boy, Mr. Docken's older girl, unidentified woman, Mr. Waterhouse, Mrs. Docken, Mrs. Nicolas and
daughter, Mr, Docken, Abraham Ortiguero, Filamer Santos, Franklin Gonzales, Mr. Docken's daugh-

ter and Dominador David.
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ttons in the Orient, but it looks like
the Philippine work will be the most
important now at the close of this age,

Problems

Just because God has opened the door
here does not mean we do not have
problems. This is a poor nation and as a
result the Work cannot pay for itself in
the Philippines, and is naturally some-
what restricted in growth. The mini-
mum wage here is $1.50 per day, but
the average is much less. Unemploy-
ment 15 as high as it was during the
depression of the 1930’s. We need more
co-workers that's true, but the Philip-
pine brethren need to be  prospered
more, as well, so they can help finance
God's Work themsclves and enjoy some
of the blessings of this world includ-
ing threc good mecals a day. Many do

»
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not cnjoy this “hlessin

The language barrier is a2 problem.
While they understand English reason-
ably well it is difficult for most to
follow the rapid-fire delivery of The
WorLD ToOMORROW broadcast. For this
reason the written ads in the Philip-
pire Pree Press bring in more than
ten times the response that the broad-
cast docs. Many of the brethren are
working on themsclves to improve, but
it is a slow process. Only God can
really give them the understanding
they need.

In spite of American military might
God must protect this nation or one of
the other nations could step in and take
over. The Communists that terrorize the
outer provinces could certainly become
powerful enough to overthrow the gov-
ernment; they almost did it once be-
fore, We nced God's protection so that
this. Work can be accomplished and
completed. The Philippine TIslands are
volcanic and there are still live vol-
canoes here. Only God can control these
destructive explosions which could blast
the whole archipelago out of existence.

The Philippines is a land of contrast.
It is beautiful, but in many ways ugly.
It is rich and poor. Happy and sad.
God loves these people and He s
blessing them with His truth so that
they may learn the right Way and never
be wretched, poor nor sad again. Tt
isn't casy for these people to overcome.

The GOOD NEWS

But they are eager to learn of their
God and are faithful to serve Him.
The Work here s just one more facet
of God’s ever-expanding activities. You
and I are members of the body that is
making it possible to reach all nations.
No matter where we are or what color
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we are, we are one in Christ performing
the most important and interesting task
on this earth today. Pray fervently for
the Work here in the Philippines and
around the world that these problems
can be overcome and God’s will be done
on this earth today in us.

Why_Do Yoi;,‘w Want to Be

In God’s Kingdom?

(Continned from page 13)

lership because we have been preju-
diced by the gross injustice of man’s
system of government. We are sur-
rounded with the misuse of authority in
positions of government. Today, greed,
graft and corruption are synonymous
with high office. The public official is
anything but a servant of the people.
Rathet, he is frantically striving to get
his while the getting’s good.

A Wrong Approach

Even the men sclected by Jesus Christ
to be trained as apostles were guilty of
having a wrong concept of greatness.
Notice the account in Matthew 20. The
mother of James and John had come
to Christ, requesting the two most
exalted positions for her sons (verse
21). When the others overheard the
conversation,  their  carnal  jealousy
caused them to become highly indig-
nant. They too desired the most exalted
positions for themselves.

Jesus Christ then contrasted the ave-
nue to greatness as followed by worldly
aspirants to the frve way which His life
exemplified. Jesus said, "Ye know that
the princes of the Gentiles [govern-
mental leaders] exercise dominion over
themn, and they that are great exercise
authority upon them’ (verse 25). Here
are the tyrants, the despots, the petty
dictators who have carned the infamous
title of “strong men” by their pompous
parade of power — usually at the ex-
pense of their own people. They revel
in seeing people tremble before thein,
They live in pampered luxury ami -
fluence and deign to do anything that
some fawning servant could do for
them.

This is not God’s way of ruling.
These are the governments of men—
not the Government of God.

Key to Greatness

What then should your attitude be?
What is a rightly motivated desire?
Christ made it very clear when He said,
“But it shall not be so among you:
but whosoever will be great among you,
let him be your nunister [servant];
and whosoever will be chief among you,
let him be your servant [bondman or
slave’}: even as the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minis-
ter, and to GIvE his life a ransom for
many” (Mat. 20:26-28).

Service is the gateway to true great-
ness! Christ has set the standard of
performance. It involves GIVING of your
time and encrgies — in unsclfish scr-
vice. God 1s the greatest being in all
the universe because He serves the most.

Need for Authority

Consider what the right use of au-
thority could accomplish. Haven't you
frequently been brought face to face
with the wretchedness of man’s way
and been deeply moved by the pitiful
plight of hapless individuals who have
been victimized by their own folly?
Haven't you WISHED YOU HAD AUTHOR-
ITY TO STEP IN AND MAKE THEM
OBEY THOSE LAWS OF GOD WHICH
WOULD SOLVE THEIR HEARTRENDING
PROBLEMS. Of conrse you have!

Human nature isn't going to natur-
ally obey God. It will automatically
resist the very thing which would bring
it every good thing which it so des-
perately wants. This is why Jesus Christ
is going to have to rule this world with
a rod of iron (Rev. 2:27). Men are
going to be forced to obey God’s laws,
whether they want to or not. They are
going to be forced to give God’s laws
a chance. Before too long, they are go-



